DANGER

Weir on the Bow River in Calgary
The weir that diverts water into the Western Irrigation District is being reconstructed to make it safer for boaters. This weir is located on the Bow River in Calgary, downstream of the zoo and upstream of Cushing Bridge on 17th Avenue SW.  

The new works include a series of rock rapids that will drown out the original weir.  These rapids will be quite surfable and fairly safe to canoe or float through. Since the river needs to be shifted around to finish this work, the project has extended over two winters and will not be complete until the end of 2011 or early 2012.  Two of the new rapids are complete and are being tested this summer to ensure they are safe and fun. 

HOWEVER, while these two structures are currently passing water and look safe, the project is still a hazard.  KEEP AWAY!  

· The original weir is still in place and has the same drowning machine as last year. 

· The contractor is using concrete rubble for some temporary work, which has rebar protruding into the water. 

· The contractor is still using the banks adjacent to the river so there are no access and exit points.

· The new drops have not been tested.

· New safety signage is not yet in place.

This portion of the river is still closed to boating and you can be charged with an offense under the Canada Shipping Act if you are caught in this area.  The restriction extends from the boom upstream to the bottom end of the construction zone, approximately 500m downstream of the weir.
PLEASE respect the boating restriction until the project is complete and tested and the river is reopened.  The portage is still available, upstream signage is still in place and the boom will be installed once the gates are closed.  Testing and water quality monitoring will be ongoing all summer.  If you see these boats on the river, DO NOT assume that the project is open.  This portion of the Bow River remains closed – KEEP AWAY.
