Terwillegar Park Proposed Concept Plan and Future of Paddling and Nordic Skiing
 

Good Evening;

After a long meeting on Tuesday our City Council Transportation and Public Works Committee (TPW) chose to move forward the Terwillegar Park Concept Plan directly to the February 4th City Council meeting for approval, without committee recommendation.  I have been working for much of the last 18 months on the Terwillegar Park Concept Plan Advisory Committee and I would strongly suggest that this is our best chance to upgrade the Terwillegar Park paddling facilities and nordic ski trails (& maintenance of them) in our generation.  

If you have not been following this issue, in brief the plan proposes to maintain 84% of the park pretty much as is with minor trail improvements, signage, and toilets.  16% of the Park would see the development of a new pond for paddling instruction (and winter skating), upgraded river access for hand launching canoes and kayaks (with nearby parking), upgraded nordic ski trails, upgraded Mtn. Bike trails, a paved trail for the disabled, a small picnic site, a small natural playground and a program pavilion much like the one at Goldbar.  All of these new facilities are proposed to be concentrated in the south east corner of the park, near the proposed trail bridge that will cross the river there.  This plan has involved much compromise and is fully supported by the advisory committee.  If you would like to see more about the plan, I have supplied links below to the executive summary of the plan, my paddling brief and Mike Hanna's brief (as an Edmonton Nordic SC rep) as presented to the TPW committee.  

There is a vocal collection of Dog Walkers that strongly oppose any development in the park.  Those of us who believe that SW Edmonton needs these facilities must ensure that our voice is strongly heard at City Council this week.  Below I have an draft note that Mike Hanna and I would encourage you to rework, cut & paste, supplement and send to your City Councillor, or even all the councillors! and Mayor!

I have listed all of the councillors e-mail addresses below for your use.

I do hope that you will take the time to notify council of your support for these park developments.

AND feel free to pass this note onto your friends or outdoor group.

Proposed letter

****************************

Subject: Proposed Terwillegar Park Concept Plan


To: Councillor  (name) (or you can send one note to all the Councillors)

I am a avid (skier, paddler, outdoors person) and have been following the proposed developments for Terwillegar Park in Edmonton.  I believe that the proposed developments for improved nordic ski and bike trails, improved river access for canoeing and kayaking, the pond for paddling instruction and winter skating, all with a nearby public pavilion are necessary improvements to the park.  This proposed Concept Plan for Terwillegar has my support and I strongly encourage you to support this plan when it comes to City Council for approval this week.

My family and I are avid outdoors folks and we use many of our city parks for....... paddling, nordic skiing, walking, dog walking, birding, orienteering, running, jogging (your choice)  I/We do believe that being active outdoors is part of a healthy lifestyle and Edmonton needs to better develop our parks to support such activities.

Sincerely,


(your name)

*************************************

All the Councillors
Councillors@edmonton.ca
Ward 1
karen.leibovici@edmonton.ca
linda.sloan@edmonton.ca
Ward 2
ron.hayter@edmonton.ca
kim.krushell@edmonton.ca
Ward 3
ed.gibbons@edmonton.ca
tony.caterina@edmonton.ca
Ward 4
jane.batty@edmonton.ca
ben.henderson@edmonton.ca
Ward 5
bryan.anderson@edmonton.ca
don.iveson@edmonton.ca
Ward 6
amarjeet.sohi@edmonton.ca
dave.thiele@edmonton.ca

Mayor Mandel does not post his e-mail address but messages can be sent online at:
http://webproxy.edmonton.ca:20050/forms/contactcouncil/default.aspx?cid=mayor

Mike Hanna's ENSC letter as a .pdf file is at:
www.members.shaw.ca/marklund/TerwilligarParkPlanENSCSupportltr09jan27.pdf

and my "Paddlers Comments" as a .pdf handout file is at:
www.members.shaw.ca/marklund/TerwillegarParkPlanPaddlersComments09jan27.pdf

and the Executive Summary of the Terwillegar Park Concept Plan is available at:
www.terwillegarpark.com/

Many, many thanks,


Mark Lund

Edmonton, Alberta

Ph:  1.780.436.4253

E-mail:  marklund@shaw.ca
Web site:  http://members.shaw.ca/marklund/markshp.html
