
Transport Canada is in the process of rewriting the Navigable Waters Protection Act (NWPA) 
to eliminate a developer's obligation to consider impacts on navigation when building dams, 
bridges, causeways or other invasive structures on thousands of waterways across Canada. 
 
Transport Canada Minister Lawrence Cannon and his allies in government and industry hope to 
achieve this by exempting "minor waters" and "minor works" from the NWPA, and by re-defining 
"navigation" under the act in a way that will strip all legal protection from recreational navigation. 

The new law will ignore all whitewater rivers, all seasonal waterways and all vessels with less 
than a one-metre draft. This is a direct assault on Canada's tradition of river travel and the future 
health of our waterways by the same people who are supposed to protect both. It is a 
fundamental breach of public trust and will affect how development could proceed on thousands 
of waterways across Canada and 
will have a direct impact on present and future generations of river users. 

To find out more and to sign a petition go to www.ispeakforcanadianrivers.ca 

 


